
NEWPORT PARISH COUNCIL               
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 12 January 2011 at Newport Primary School.  (Unapproved)
1. Present: Cllrs Shields (Chair), Allard, Chapman, Clarke, Collins, Johnson and Openshaw.
    Apologies: Cllrs Bate, Burke and Walker.
2. Declaration of personal and prejudicial interests: Cllrs Shields, Allard, Chapman, Clarke, Collins, 

    Johnson and Openshaw declared a personal interest in item 6(A) Planning Application DC/10/04289

    as members of Newport Parish Council.
3. Minutes:  Resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting on 8 December 2010 be approved 
                      and signed as a correct record. Proposed: Cllr Collins. Seconded: Cllr Allard.
4. Public Forum: Five members of the public present. Mr J Etherington expressed his concerns regarding 

    the lack of action by the Parish Council in clearing snow and ice, and that action had been taken by 

    volunteers in clearing Main Road footway. His comments were supported by Miss Sharon Watts and Mr 

    A Batty, who also commented on the lack of grit. Cllr Shields stated that over 3 years ago the Parish 
    Council had ceased its policy of salting roads and footways because East Riding of Yorkshire 

    Council had advised it not to undertake salting because of liability issues. The Clerk stated that the   

    Council’s insurers had informed the Council what steps it would have to take should it take action on 
    snow and ice clearance, and steps required would be difficult to implement over a prolonged period of
    severe weather. Ward Councillor P Robinson commented on action taken by other Parish Councils and 

    the actions of volunteers. Cllr Shields commented that should the Parish Council organize volunteers, it 

    would be legally responsible their safety. Ward Cllr Bayram commented that this was a difficult issue.
    Cllr Shields stated that lessons were to be learned from the problems created by the severe weather.

    Mr A Batty raised the issues of dog fouling, parking in the village centre including HGVs, parking on 

    footways and obstruction of access, speeding and the condition of footways in the village centre. Cllr

    Shields stated that recent changes in the law gave Police Community Support Officers the power to 

    impose fines on individuals seen failing to comply with the law on dog fouling. Problems caused 

    by irresponsible parking were a matter for the police. The Wallingfen Way Project was trying to address 

    the issue of parking and footways. Cllr Chapman, as representative of Newport Parish Council at Police 

    and Community Partnership meetings said that the police response depended on the number of 

    complaints received. Cllr Shields said that a possible solution would be to erect barriers.
    Miss Sharon Watts commented on anti-social behaviour by young people and felt that the causes of such 

    behavior needed to be addressed. Ward Cllr P Robinson stated that action was being taken and that 

    there was a core group of about 6 individuals responsible for much of the problem. Cllr Shields was of 

    the view that there was a lack of youth facilities in the village. The Clerk commented that several 

    incidents of anti-social behaviour had been reported to her but even when some residents had witnessed 

    anti-social behaviour and knew the identities of those involved, they often refused to report the matter to 

    the police and would not give the names of individuals involved.
5. Members questions received: None.
6. Planning: 
(A) Applications Received: 
DC/10/04786   Erection of a porch to front following removal of existing, new external chimney stack and 

                         dormer windows to front and rear at Delville, 122 Main Road.
                         Mr Stephen Addy. Full Planning. Resolved: to approve the application. Proposed: Cllr

                         Collins. Seconded: Cllr Chapman.
DC/10/04736   Erection of 1 no dwelling (re-submission of 10/01549/PLF) at land south of 37 Teal Road.

                         Neil and Melanie Chase. Full Planning. Resolved: to remain neutral on the application.

                         Proposed: Cllr Collins. Seconded: Cllr Johnson.
DC/10/04289   Change of use to children’s play area and installation of play equipment at land east of

                         1 Canal Side West.

                         Newport Parish Council. Full Planning. Resolved: to approve the application. Proposed:

                         Cllr Chapman. Seconded: Cllr Allard.
(B) Applications received after issue of agenda: None.
(C) Notice of decisions received from ERYC: 
DC/10/04323  Erection of a single storey extension to rear following demolition of existing at 90 Main 
                        Road. Mr C Wilson. Full Planning. Approved.
7.  Clerk’s Report:
	(i)   
	Festive Lighting 2010: (i) the Xmas trees have been removed from Canal Side East and Meadow Lane; (ii) Mr P Coates will store the Xmas tree lights.

	(ii)  
	ERYC: The severe weather assistance grant of £1000 was received on 28 December 2010.

	(iii)  
	ERYC Budget Consultation 2011/12: The Clerk queried whether any Councillor had been able to attend the consultation held at Goole Leisure Centre on Tuesday 11 January 2010. Councillors  were informed that should they still wish to attend, the event would be repeated at County Hall, Beverley on Thursday 13 January 2011. 

	(iv)  
	Newport Community Action Association: A purchase of 11 oak barrel planters with compost and bulbs has been made, for use by the NCAA. This will be funded from the LEADER grant for the  Wallingfen Way Project.

	(v)
	ERYC Chairman’s Awards and Commendations 2011: ERYC has requested nominations. No nominations were made at the meeting.

	(vi)
	Reports of mink on the Market Weighton Canal: the Clerk has received reports of mink on the canal. It was resolved to suspend the meeting (Cllrs Allard and Collins) to hear the views of Mr A Batty on the live trapping of mink. The meeting reconvened. Further discussion on mink was deferred to a later meeting.

	(vii)
	ERYC Housing Needs Survey and Market Assessment 2011: Councillors were provided with a copy of a written communication from ERYC stating its intention to carry out a count wide postal survey from 14 January 2011 – 17 February 2011 to find out vital information on tenure, house type, affordability and new and existing households’ plans to move. Information received will be used to inform planning and housing policy.

	(vii)
	ERYC: Training event ‘Play Shaper – creating child friendly communities, Thursday 27 January 2011, Withernsea. Councillors wishing to attend were requested to inform the Clerk.


8.    Environment Agency: Renewal of lease – Main Road Playground land: The Environment Agency is willing to renew the lease on the same terms and conditions as previous leases. The lease to run for a further 10 years from 1 January 2011 at a cost of £300 plus any nominal legal expenses incurred by the Environment Agency. Resolved that the Clerk is authorized to request renewal of the lease. Proposed: Cllr Chapman. Seconded: Cllr Collins.
9.  Finance:
    Accounts as at 12 January 2011
    Expenditure:

	P Coates: 
	roads
	
	
	280.00

	
	severe weather measures
	
	
	126.00

	
	removal Xmas trees/lights
	
	
	152.00

	Newport News: newspapers
	
	
	26.46

	G Shields: travel expenses, Wallingfen Way Project
	
	
	31.20

	C Young: reimbursement of payment to Jewsons for winter grit and salt
	
	
	503.43

	Jewsons: winter grit
	
	
	479.40

	S. Beal: snow clearance
	
	
	105.75

	PH Services: snow clearance
	
	
	117.50

	California Gardens: oak barrel planters/bulbs, Wallingfen Way Project
	
	
	550.00

	HMRC: 3rd qtr tax/NI (internet transfer)
	
	
	527.27

	Balances as at 12 January 2011:
	
	
	

	Treasurer A/C
	
	
	35.83

	Money Manager A/C
	
	
	42663.68

	High Interest A/C
	
	
	14927.19


	(i)
	Resolved: accounts and payments authorized and approved. Proposed: Cllr Johnson. Seconded: Cllr Chapman.

	(ii)
	Budget requirements 2011/12: Resolved: to agree the budget for 2011/12. Proposed: Cllr Collins. Seconded: Cllr Allard. The meeting was suspended to allow a comment from Miss Sharon Watts who queried how the parish precept was calculated, how it compared with other parishes, and the plan for expenditure. Cllr Shields responded that the budget and precept issues were debated at 

Parish Council meetings. He was less concerned with comparisons with other parish precepts.The precept depended on how much needed to be spent. The parish had undergone a period of stagnation which needed to be addressed. The meeting was reconvened.

	(iii)
	Precept demand 2011/12: Resolved that the precept demand for 2011/12 should remain unchanged at £41000. Proposed: Cllr Collins. Seconded: Cllr Allard.


10.   Severe weather: emergency measures taken by the Clerk to Newport Parish Council. Local 
        businesses in the centre of Newport were offered sacks of rock salt, free of charge, for use outside 
        their premises. Most, but not all businesses accepted the offer. Bulk supplies of winter grit and sacks 

        of rock salt were ordered, which were not available for several days. Mr P Coates was requested to 
        fill all grit bins as and when necessary, for use by members of the public. Rock salt was delivered to 
        local businesses. Further supplies of winter grit were ordered for maintaining levels in the grit bins 
        and for storage purposes. Because of the problem of the taking of winter grit for use on private 
        property, which is not allowed, additional supplies were placed in a secure location, accessible 
        by Mr Coates, which was offered for use by a local  resident. A number of local farmers and 
        contractors were contacted with a request for assistance in clearing ice and snow. Some were unable 
        to assist, because of lack of appropriate insurance and  concerns about damaging road surfaces. A 
        number of roads were cleared, together with Thimblehall Lane footway and part of Main Road 
        footway. 
11.   Discussion on proposal to develop a Winter Services Policy: it was agreed to examine the case for 

        developing a winter services policy for Newport. Discussion on the policy to be placed on the agenda 
        for the next council meeting on 9 February 2011.
12.   Wallingfen Way Project, schedule of action: the next meeting of the Wallingfen Way Steering   

        Group is scheduled for 3 February 2011. Representatives from Newport, Gilberdyke and North Cave 
        Parish Councils have been requested to present their plans for action and expenditure at the meeting. 
        The action plan for Newport at this stage is for new village gateway signs, tree planting, the   

        re-instatement of hedgerows and the printing and distribution of information leaflets to each 
        household.  Cllr Shields requested that any further suggestions for expenditure be forwarded to him 
        by 3 February 2011.
13.   ERYC Open Space Review: ERYC has requested comments on issues relevant to the Parish of 
        Newport. The Clerk will inform ERYC of the need for land for allotments.
14.   ERYC: Newport No 13 Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order 2010: addition of a 

        Byway Open to all Traffic, Thimblehall Lane to Canal Side West. ERYC publicized a Notice of the 
        Order in the local press on 16 December 2010 indicating that any objections must be made to ERYC 
        by 31 January 2011. Newport Parish Council had no further comments to make to ERYC at this time.
15.   Correspondence and publications:

        ERNLLCA: December 2010 Newsletter (noted);  ERYC: Parish News January 2011 (circulated); 
        Goole and Howdenshire Local Action Team: Notes of the meeting on 15 December 2010 (circulated); 
        ERVAS: Newsletter December 2010 (noted); NHS East Riding of Yorkshire: Health News Winter 
        2010/11 (noted); NALC: Policy and Parliamentary Briefing, ‘The Localism Bill’ December 2010 
        (circulated);  Humberside Police: Streetbeat December 2010 (circulated).
16.   Councillors’ Brief Reports.
        Cllr Clarke reported that one of the oak barrels supplied by the Newport Community Action 

       Association had been overturned but was otherwise undamaged.
17.  Date of next meeting: 7.00 pm Wednesday 9 February 2011, Newport Primary School.
The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.

